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Unit: Pay It Forward

Lesson Topic:  Public Goods and Services—Community Helpers        Grade Level: 3 

I. Long Range Goal(s): Students will understand that part of citizenship is the 
responsibility to help others in need. 

II. Lesson Objectives: 
SS.1.B. Discuss and apply responsibilities of citizens including respect for the rights of 
others and treating others fairly (justice)
SS.4.A.a. Identify and explain public goods and services
SS.4.A.b. Distinguish among natural, capital and human resources

Questions to Consider:
Do any of my students have experience being displaced?
How aware are my students of the networks of community aid workers?

III. Procedure:

1. Intro/Hook/Set: (Using shout-out procedure) “Share some of the important 
responsibilities citizens have.  Why do we have these responsibilities as citizens?” 
Teacher will write these down the SmartBoard/chalkboard.

2. Content & Learning Activities:
a.  “Now, do a quick turn and talk.  What are some things we all need?”  Students 
will be given one minute to turn and talk (so each student will be given 30 seconds 
to share).
b. Teacher will begin creating a web with the students' suggestions.  
c. Next, the teacher will ask the students who helps provides for those needs, and 
where those community helpers' resources come from.  These ideas will be added 
to the web.
d. Students then will be given 5 minutes to Think-Pair-Share about what would 
happen if one of those needs were not able to be met.  How would that effect the 
web?
e. Students will be split into groups of 4-5.  Each student will be given the 
worksheet, “San Diego is Burning!”  They will have 25-30 minutes to complete the 
sheet.  Teacher will monitor groups as they work.

3. Check for understanding: Students can appropriately provide suggestions for the 
web; “San Diego is Burning!” worksheet.

4. Closure:  As we discussed earlier, part of our responsibilities as a citizen is to 
participate in our community, and respect others and their needs within the 
community.  After today, I hope you can all begin to see how dependent we are on 



each other to help provide resources that help others in need. 

IV. Materials: SmartBoard/Chalkboard, pencils for students, “San Diego is Burning!” 
worksheet

V. Student Assignment/Student Assessment/Scoring Guide: 

Student completed the worksheet:     All(3)   Most (2)           Some(1)           None(0)

Student had reasonable answers:      All(3)   Most (2)           Some(1)           None(0)

Student use thorough explanations:   All(3)   Most (2)           Some(1)           None(0)

VI. Self-Evaluation: Post Lesson Reflections: 
Did my students give reasonable answers when webbing as a class?
How well did my students seem to understand the interdependence citizens have with 
each other, and their community helpers?



Name: _________________________

San Diego is Burning!

When Carolina was in high school, her dad woke up early in the morning to police calls warning the 
neighborhood to evacuate because of a wildfire.  He quickly called Carolina's mom and asked her what 
he should take, but he only had time to grab some important papers, a few photos, and Carolina's 
stuffed dog.  Later that afternoon, Carolina and her family saw their house on the news—nothing was 
left of it but a pile of rubble and a chimney, and several hundred other houses in Carolina's 
neighborhood had also burned down.  Now homeless, and without clothes or other everyday items, 
what would all of these community members do?  The strong people of the community would not let 
this disaster bring the community down!

Your assignment: 
With the help of your group, list three community members who would respond to the fire—either 
during the fire, immediately after the fire, or during the rebuilding process.  For this community 
member, list their occupation, as well as how they are helping out (their task).  Then, think of a 
community member that he or she must interact with in order to carry out his or her job.  Write 3-4 
sentences describing how each community member can contribute to the community response to the 
fire, and how his or her interactions with another community member are necessary to help rebuild the 
homes in the neighborhood, and help the fire victims get back on their feet.  Lastly, write 2-3 about 
what would happen if these people weren't there to help the citizens.  

Community Member #1
Occupation:

Task:

Community member he/she depends on: 

Explain why these community members are important:

Community Member #2
Occupation:

Task: 

Community member he/she depends on:

Explain why these community members are important:



Community Member #3
Occupation:

Task: 

Community member he/she depends on:

Explain why these community members are important:

Write down what you think would happen if one or more of the community helpers didn't exist:


