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Date: 

Unit: Pay It Forward

Lesson Topic:  Good News Newsmagazine (Small Group, Day 1)        Grade Level: 3

I. Long Range Goal(s): Students will understand that there are many citizens in the 
community who work to promote the common good.

II. Lesson Objectives: 
SS.4.A.a. Identify and explain public goods and services
SS.7.A.b. Identify, use and create primary and secondary sources (diaries, letters, 
people, interviews, journals and photos)
SS.7.A.c. Identify and use library and media resources (electronic resources, 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, videos, periodicals, atlases, almanacs, telephone 
directories, and books)

CA.W.1.A. Follow a writing process to: independently use a simple pre-writing strategy, 
generate a draft, reread and revise work for audience and purpose, ideas and content, 
organization and sentence structure, and word choice (refer to W2A, W2B, W2C, 
W2D), edit for conventions (refer to W2E), share writing
CA.W.2.A. Compose text showing awareness of audience, in a format appropriate to 
audience and purpose

Questions to Consider:
*How will I differentiate instruction to allow students to work at a pace that is best for 
them?
*What is the best way to allow my students to have creative license over their 
newsmagazine while ensuring they are using the proper formatting?

III. Procedure:

1. Intro/Hook/Set: Teacher will show students the variety of newsmagazines they have 
been working with.  Teacher will ask the students how they would change the 
newsmagazine so that more people knew about what people do to help others.

2. Content & Learning Activities:
a. Teacher will list the ideas on SmartBoard or chalkboard as the students volunteer 
them.  He/She will then tell the students that they get to create their own 
newsmagazine.
b. Teacher will ask them who in their community works to promote the common 
good.  He/She will list these people.  Teacher will then ask the students how or why 
these people help others.
c. Students will be split into groups of 4-5.
d. Teacher will allow each student group to rank and then vote on which of these 
community members their group would like profile for their newsmagazine.
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e.  Once a person has been selected for each group, the teacher will ask the 
students to identify how they will gather the information on this person and their job 
(books, in-person interview, Internet, etc.).  A recorder for the group will write this 
information down to be handed in.
f.  Lastly, the teacher will ask the student groups to list the components they plan 
on including in their newsmagazine (photos, vocabulary box,mini-
quiz/comprehension questions, comics, games, etc).  A representative from each 
group will hand their work in.
g. Students will go back to their seats.  The teacher will then hand out a quick 
questionnaire to each student, asking them who they are profiling, and why that 
person is important to the community.

3. Check for understanding: Questionnaire given to students at the end of class, list 
of data gathering techniques and the components their newsmagazine will contain.

4. Closure: Once completed, these newsmagazines will be laminated on display 
within our classroom.  I'm really looking forward to tomorrow when we can start 
gathering information for the newsmagazine!

IV. Materials: Example newsmagazines, SmartBoard/chalkboard, paper for the students 
to record their ideas on, pencils, student questionnaire.

V. Student Assignment/Student Assessment/Scoring Guide: 

Student understands        Student mostly understands       Students understands
     who they are who they are profiling little of who they
         profiling         profiling

Student understands the           Student mostly understands         Student understands
importance of this person          the importance of this person        little of the importance
  within the community     within the community         within the community

VI. Self-Evaluation—Post Lesson Reflections: 
How well did my students identify people within the community who promote the 
common good?

How well did my students identify resources for gathering their information?

How important are the components they plan on including in their newsmagazines?


