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Date:

Unit: Pay it Forward

Lesson Topic: Habitat Observation        Grade Level: 3

I. Long Range Goal(s):
Students will understand that organisms in their habitats are interdependent, and that 
human activity can have a positive or negative impact on them.

II. Lesson Objectives: 
S.7.1.C.a. Use observations as support for reasonable explanations
S.7.1.C.b. Use observations to describe relationships and patterns and to make 
predictions to be tested
S.7.1.C.c. Compare explanations with prior knowledge

Questions to Consider:
What is the weather like today?  If there is inclement weather, can I do this lesson 
another day?

III. Procedure:

1. Intro/Hook/Set: “We've been talking a lot about our environment lately.  Think-Pair-
Share: What kind of effect do you think that YOU, as a single person, have on the 
environment?”  Students will have 2 minutes to think and share with their partners.  

2. Content & Learning Activities:
a. Teacher will then ask for volunteers to share their answers.
b. The teacher will then read the story, Dear Children of the Earth by Schim 
Schimmel, which talks about the responsibilities all of us have to keep the Earth 
healthy.
c. Teacher and students will spend about 10 minutes discussing the positive and 
negative effects human beings have on the planet.
d. Then the teacher will take the students outside for about 15 minutes to observe 
the effects human beings have had on the habitat around them.  Students can take 
notes on garbage they find, habitats that have been built or destroyed, animals they 
see or hear, etc.  They will also include why they think they observe these things.
e. Once back inside, students will have about 5 minutes to predict in which ways 
(positive or negative) these observations could be changed with their own 
interaction.  The notes, as well as their predictions will be turned in.

3. Check for understanding: The students' notes and predictions on the effects 
humans have had or can have on the environment around them. 
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4. Closure: I hope after today you can begin to see that even in little ways, one 
human can have a big impact on the environment around them.  We will continue to 
talk about these effects throughout the year.

IV. Materials: SmartBoard or Chalkboard, Dear Children of the Earth by Schim Schimmel, 
pencils, something hard for the children to write on, note-taking sheet.

V. Student Assignment/Student Assessment/Scoring Guide: 
Student's has 3+ observations More than 3      3        Less than 3

Observations are reasonable    Mostly           Somewhat          Little

Explanations are reasonable    Mostly Somewhat          Little

Predictions are reasonable   Mostly Somewhat          Little

VI. Self-Evaluation: Post Lesson Reflections: 
How well did my students seem to understand their effect on the environment?
Did my students make the connection that they can do something positive to help out 
the environment?


